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James E.rt Ray unified 
today in federal court that 
he told hit a Korneys h* did 
not Jill Dr. Martin Linker 
Kin? Jr., hut was "ipiivu- 
vered" into pleading guilty 
by his p'.twncy. Percy Fovc- 
man of Houston. Texas. 

Ray. who Kge.r. • : - sveonJ 
day c* ir<iieuY.y in !.:s evi- 
dentiary hearing before L\S. 
District Judf.e Role it M. 
.Me Rio Jr., was ashed by 
James Lce»tr, c»*.e c! Rays 
alto? ik vs, 

•Did* Mr. (Arthur) Hanes 
(Ray's first lawyer) ask you 
if \ou wero guilty o; the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
Kins;?;* . v 
M J Jn?t iclu bun, No, 
answered R..y. 

•‘Dili Mr. Foreman ever 
ask you?*' tttUd Le$ar. 

/ “lie never ashed nw ui- 
rccllv." replied Ray. Seine- 
Ilia? iu t-aily FcLmu.un 
\)> }yi he a 'kill me to ivrta 
all !:«^u.ulla t'< wbit I did 
(runt the* Knw 1 escaped 
from it 9 jK nttvsulary *n 
Mbujtiil to the time 1 was 
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••I wrmt^wsyWB U P Ray jaM Fo^f« 

jniil the lime I «?; at rested in rivc me UK im| .< 

in Frclrnd. I iu i .- v.imrd the inry wojM t>e 

iic rc:.dltl^«C®^''-'kd l v.-ih W icks uad cha. 

wasn'i JW i^t particular C onmwrcc tvpcs. > ( 

area, fii that 1 was not had earlier told lum 

cullty^ffl “could prove l wa * 

Ri,y iil) testified that he shorter." said Ray^ 

was una# * that F oreman lh<5 f^Rnc «hi< w»* k 

(* iul Haris h-d signed a con- yiu or. hi* P«‘ rl * 

tract with Look .Magazine 
for articles, but that the 
apreemert was contingent 
upon a guilty pb '. 

Although the contract was 
* signed March IT. K "X Lesar 
contended that it wrs writ- 
ten before Ray pleaded 
guilty. 

ltay said he was convinced 
that his r-: l ity y\r . -* v.?s a 
•'technical *’ * ** c wn;:h 

would enable, him t° f* rc 
Foreman. "U was my dis- 
tinct Impression that t h e 
plea would be some kind of 
technical plea to go; rne out 
of town,*' he added. 

Ray said Foreman first 
mentioned the idea of plead- 
ing guilty in a I* eh. 13. IC.iO. 
letter. In the letter, Foreman 
wrote: 

•M have spent several 
accV s reviewing the nature 
of the ease the state of 
Tennessee has against yen. I 
have seneyed jury senti- 
ment in this county und jury 
verdicts in other recent 
eases. 

•*In my opinion, there is 
little more than a -3 per cent 
chance of your rev* tvinc the 
death penalty verdict If you 
po to trial. Furthermore, 
there is ICO per cent chnnca 
of a guilty verdict. Neither I 
nor any other lawyer can 
change the overwhelming 
evidence that has been 
assembled against you. M 

Ray said in earlier conver- 
sations with Foreman, "1 
told him itTruiUv plea) was 
ridicui^^iK"^' 1 1 c was 
rctfi# on mostly circum- 
gtfryil evidence. The most 
\ J Jntc could get »nr^ on 
was ■ding’and abciting.*' 
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entered. An earlier 

entitled Foreman all tov-sl- 

ties, fiom motion pictutes 

moditvinu- the cor.»r»o. ... 
would later have «n-..i-n 
n.n.i?" :o hire ar.r.rrr lav • 
vrr. Ray s*W the m”' ex- 
tract contained a prowon 
that Kay would ret create 
any “embura.^ing circum- 
stances** in court. 

Rav said he Celt he could 
not fire Foreman before, the 
hcaru.rt because inrj 3ie 
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After the <Uh V ,S. Circuit" 
Court o( Appeals ordered inn 
current heating into Ray s 
charge s . JuJ ^c McRae 

granted in? into 

coui'trfjfrcat dent oi evi- 
d*nc«fiuding coricspond- 
cnce«3Foicmnn and Wil- 
liamlpldford Uuic, author 
of ihc^lfcok, “He Slew the 
Dreamer.’* 

The state asked the Su- 
preme Court to vacate 
McRae's orddtrs on the 
ground that they are 
“unwarranted invasions of 
individual a n <i enrpor ate 
privacy." 

Rnv was in his second day 
on the stand today in the 
second wc*fc of ire rvid'n- 
tiarv hearing b:fcre Jod-.c 
McRae, Mid he was st.ll 
being examined by Lesar. 
Ray started testifying Fri- 
day. 

As he did Friday. Fay con- 
tinued his discussion of the 
events that preceded h i s 
guilt v plea. 

Rav fired Hanes and fore- 
man look ever the case on 
Nov. 12. Ray said hr 

cmlv saw Foreman ’’three or 
four times" brtween No em- 
ber and January, hut main- 
tained (h it Foreman as .at* 5 
as February. was still 
readying f o r tr; *.! of the. 
case. 

Ray said that c round Jan. 
3. he read an articie ;n a 
Mcmchis new*par:r indicat- 
ing that the po><?bd : ty oi \ 
guilty plea was being 
discussed. 

•‘I askv3 Mr. Foie mm 
about it. I thought the story 
prohaolv came tram t h n 
state, and Mr. F'i.m.vtn slid 
to forp't it. it didn't mean 
anything. ’’ said Riy. 

Sheihv CoutPv Am*. C»eo. 
Hugh Sianton Jr., uinwriy 
assistant fnrtJtii*. defender. 
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v.iin along .v*ij'a.h 5 s father. 
Hugh Mano.n. was appointed 
bv Jutlpe Rat tie to .vrist 
Fore in a n i n prepara- 
tion of the Rav case, testi- 
fied last week that his father 
had first discussed the possi- 
bility cA a guilty plea with 
tormcr Atty. f.i e n . rhd 
Canale in December. 

In February. Rft.V (reified. 
Foreman visited him at 
Shtlhv Coury Jud and 
showed lum “.-bovl in n- 12 
picture?" that he wanted 
Kay in identify. 

Ray’s attorneys hav* rnn- 
t ended that R a y dul r.o f 
know he was coming to 
Memphis in puttie n Me to a 
shooting. h::t ir. r.n tin-. * , b' 
hewn -she re :c» buy pv:: r . ;md 
\ws f»*;cr mpauit-d by a mys- 
terious nr»n known to them 
only as “Raoul." 

Rav sah! hr "grt the im- 
pression" that Foreman 
warned him to identify the 
pictures of :’ic in* iud-nlr — 
•The majority of ;hc bto'vid- 
uals were of Latin oi: in." 
j, 2 t cl R ?. v - i r : h e 
government. 

“I got the ?i;inrr* shirt h: 
naiR?u me to idem.?** u.v of 
those individual as the per- 
son who shot Martin Luther 
King ... 1 toW him ( r m> 
rr.nn), for sc\:tM riAsors. I 
didn’t want to ;m involved 
in that t>r operation. 
They would put n*e a.: a 
state's witness ... * * t» id 
Ray. 
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